Management options for elderly ill patients who present in the weekend.
An informal impression that there was a shortage of facilities for elderly patients who presented, with a routine illness, to a weekend duty doctor was studied by interviewing duty doctors and providers. The duty doctors stated that the major problems were the deficit in support from friends, relatives and neighbours and the lack of remuneration for the duty doctors. The doctors said that the main supports, paradoxically were friends, relatives and neighbours, and the acute medical ward. The recommended facilities included an urgent district nurse and a short-stay, assessment unit. Among providers only the medical ward and the private laboratories were willingly offering more than a minimal service.